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February 2018 Goshen Lane Elementary 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

February 8th – End of 2nd Trimester 

 

February 9th - No School 

 

February 13th – PTA Meeting 

7 pm – Library  

 

February 15th – Valentine’s Day 

Parties 

 

February 16th – No School  

 

February 19th – No School, 

President’s Day 

 

February 23rd – Family Movie Night 

 

February 23rd – Report Cards Sent 

home 

 

February 26th – Incoming KDG 

Parent Information Meeting at 

6:30 pm MSW 

 

March 1st – KDG Circus 7 pm 

 

 

 

Principal’s Note: 

 

Time… 
It is so hard to believe that we are in the month of 
February! This school year continues to move along 
with such speed. I wish I could do something to pause a 
little so that we truly have time to enjoy the moments! 
Your children continue to amaze me and make us smile 
day after day! 
 
In the upcoming months, we are going to be very busy 
taking the State Assessments. Students will need to 
keep a regular schedule with getting plenty of sleep and 
eat a good breakfast each morning. Also, if I may ask, 
please take time to give your child an extra word of 
encouragement each and every day. Your support 
means a lot to them! 
 
Finally, please remember to pay close attention to our 
school calendar located on our school web page. We 
have had to change a few dates, and it is important that 
you check in often. If you have a question, please feel 
free to contact the office!  
 
Time…cherish the elementary years with your children, 
they go by way too fast! 
 
-Melanie McGue 
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First Grade 

 

 

We celebrated the 100th day of 
school this month!  We had so 
much fun dressing up like we 
were 100 and doing activities 
with the number 100.  Thanks 
for all your support with the 100 
day projects at home!  We 
finished our nonfiction writing 
unit and we are beginning to 
write our opinions.  We are 
learning to be the boss of our 
reading, working on fluency and 
comprehension.  In math we 
finished our measurement unit 
and are working on addition 
fluency as well as 
adding/subtracting within 20. 
We've loved reading The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe 
and can't wait for our field trip to 
see the play on April 
6th!  Please make sure to send 
in your child's permission slip 
and $2 as soon as possible if 
you haven't already. 

Fifth Grade 

 
Spring is in the air in 5th grade - in many ways!  We are getting ready for 
the home stretch in this last twelve weeks to make the transition to 
middle school.  We are also getting set to make those preparations for 
our fifth grade trek to Camp Kern in May.  March will host our parent 
camp meeting, hold our final fundraiser of candy bars, and send out the 
final camp packet to be completed before the trip. 
 

February science sees the culmination of the Solar System with our end 
of unit test.  Students have spent the last few months exploring our Solar 
System and the patterns connecting the Sun, Earth and the Moon.  After 
wrapping up the Solar System we will be moving into Forces, Motion, 
Light and Sound.  This will take us up to April’s state testing. 
 
 

In Social Studies, We have made passports and have already flown to and 

learned about Mexico.  We are taking off to Central America and the Caribbean 

Islands next.  While we are in Central America we will be learning about the 

Panama Canal and how it operates on a daily basis.  After our stop here, we will 

be off to the continent of South America to study its culture, economy, and 

other aspects.  Adios! 
 

Math has been a steady diet of Multiplication and Division Strategies to gain 

confidence with such operations.  We are completing Unit 4 and heading into 

Graphs and Growth Rates to explore Algebraic reasoning.  We will use animals 

from the fictitious planet Rhoomar to gain understanding of rates at which 

certain animals grow.  Students will learn to write an equation to represent 

specific growth patterns.  There is still a lot to do before April's AIR 

Assessments, so remind students that complete focus and effort is essential 

from here on out! 

 

 

Math: Students are working on counting sets, decomposing numbers in 

a variety of ways, using notation, finding/exploring combinations, 

identifying/describing three-dimensional shapes and solving story 

problems up to 10.  

Reading: Students are beginning to explore the wideness of the world, 

to see that there are wonders much bigger than their own inventions. 

We are teaching them to read, think, and learn about the world. This 

unit will immerse your young readers in the world of informational 

reading for several weeks, giving them plenty of opportunity for 

repeated practice, and mastery of skills that are particular to reading 

nonfiction. This unit builds nicely off of the work of Bigger Books, Bigger 

Reading Muscles (Book 3) and will provide the perfect opportunity for 

kids to apply all of the foundational skills they worked hard on in that 

unit. 

Writing: Students are finishing writing true stories and moving to 

procedural texts (how-to books. This will include writing steps or 

directions to follow, recipes, game instructions, science 

experiments, arts and crafts, and much more!  

 

Kindergarten 

 

The school year is passing 
us by fast. Can't believe we 
are past 100 days of school 
already.  We are busy 
working on writing reports 
about weather and learning 
about weather in Science. In 
math we are working on 
place value and working with 
numbers in the 100's and 
beyond. In reading we are 
digging deeper into 
characters and asking 
questions with Who, What, 
Where, When, How. 
 
It was nice to talk to all of 
you at conferences and are 
looking forward to the 
second part of the year. 
 

Second Grade 
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FOURTH GRADE 

 

 

 
Fourth grade is looking forward to a learning-filled month! In Language Arts, students have 
been researching to gain in-depth knowledge about the American Revolutionary War. They 
have been using writing skills to produce reports, stories, and essays based upon their 
research. Students have also gained an appreciation for reading skills that are specific to 
reading history. We look forward to applying these skills as we move into a study of the 
historical fiction genre through book clubs.  We will be learning to identify theme and to find 
evidence of theme throughout works of fiction.  
 

In Science, students will become archaeologists and go on a "dig" to research the organisms 
that have lived in the Ohio area throughout geologic history. They will take their knowledge 
of ecosystems and use it to puzzle together the clues they find on their digs. They will also be 
applying their research skills to learn about prehistoric Ohio.  
 

Students wrapped up their study of geometry and measurement in math this month.  We are 
now moving into fractions and decimals.  Our unit will begin with naming and creating visual 
representations for fractions and decimals, and will then move on to comparing, ordering, 
adding, subtracting, and even multiplying fractions.  Equivalence is also a big focus 
throughout this unit.  Please continue practicing those multiplication facts, as fluency really 
helps with finding equivalent fractions! 
 

Students just finished learning all about the 3 branches of government and the importance of 
the first amendment in social studies. We are now focusing on the Northwest Ordinance and 
how it GREW the U.S. During this unit students will create a persuasive poster urging 
colonists to move north and look closer at primary and secondary sources.    
 

The 2018 Kindergarten Circus will be presented to 

family and friends on Thursday, March 1st, 2018, at 

7pm, in the Goshen Lane Gym!  Come enjoy this 

exciting one-ring circus!  Kindergarten students 

should arrive at the school between 6 and 6:30pm to 

be face-painted according to their character!   
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Third Grade 

 3rd Grade has loved getting lost in the land of Narnia.  We have been busy having Grand 
Conversations about the different characters of Narnia and analyzing their character 
traits.   We can't wait to watch the movie and compare and contrast it to the book.  In math 
we have started our Geometry unit.  We are exploring how to measure area and perimeter 
using different units of measurement.  We are in one of our most important writing 
units!  Literary Essays!  We are busy writing about our reading on different short stories, 
pulling evidence from the text to support our opinions of the different stories.  This is a brand 
new type of writing for 3rd graders. They were excited to hear this is a type of writing they 
will do even in high school!  Thanks for all your support and keep reminding your students to 
show champion behavior during these winter months 

We are still seeing new cases of Influenza in our school.  Please call your doctor if you suspect your child might have symptoms 
of Influenza and notify the school if your child does test positive.  
Symptoms of Flu include: 
 

Sudden onset of: 

 Fever and chills (sometimes as high at 104℉ and can last 2-3 days) 

 Body aches and/or headache 

 Tiredness and/or weakness 

 Less typical are cough, sore throat or runny nose 
 

The flu typically does NOT consist of stomachache, nausea, vomiting or diarrhea.  This is a stomach 

virus.  
 

There are things you can do to help keep your student (and yourself) healthy: 

1.WASH YOUR HANDS FREQUENTLY!!   HANDWASHING is the #1 way to prevent the spread of 

communicable diseases!!!  You should wash your hands or use hand sanitizer:  

 After every bathroom use 

 Before eating snacks & meals (and before preparing food) 

 After sneezing, coughing, or blowing your nose 

2. Get plenty of rest!  Your body needs lots of rest to keep it in good working order.  School aged 

children require 10-12 hours of sleep a night! 

3. Eat healthy!  Your body needs the vitamins and minerals to help fight off infections! 

4. Drink plenty of water!  It is important to stay hydrated! 

5. Stay home if you are sick!  You need to rest and you don’t want to share your germs! 

6. If possible, avoid contact with those that are ill 

7. Get a flu shot!!  The CDC recommends that everyone 6 months and older get vaccinated.  It’s not 

too late to get a flu shot!    

a. Call for an appointment with your health care provider’s office 

b. Walk in to a retail clinic such as CVS Minute Clinic, Walgreens Take Care Clinic or Krogers Little 

Clinic 

c. Call for an appointment at Franklin County Public Health (614-525-3719) or Columbus Public 

Health Department (614-645-7945) 
 
 
*Please do not send your child back to school until he/she is fever free (under 100.0) for 24 hours without medication* 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5908a1.htm
tel:(614)%20525-3719
tel:(614)%20645-7945

